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“A second order was given that the sun should be
worshipped four times a day, in the morning and evening,
and at noon and midnight. His Majesty had also one thousand
and one Sanskrit names for the sun collected, and read them
daily, devoutly turning towards the sun.”

(Al-badaoni, translated by W.H.)
Lowe M.A. Vol. Il p.332.)
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“Now, it is his intention to quit it by degrees, conforming
however, a little to the spirit of the age. His Majesty abstaineci
from meat for some time on fridays, and then on Sundays;
now on he first day of every solar month, on Sundays or;
solar and lunar eclipses, on days between two fasts, on, the
Mondays of the months of Rajab, on the feastday of the
every solar month, during the whole month of Farwardin and

during the month, in which His Majesty was born, viz, the
month of Aban. ,

(The Ain-i-Akbari translated by H. Blochmann
M.A. Vol. I. p.p.61-62)
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“At this time His Majestry promulgated some of his new-
faugled decrees. The Killing of animals on the first day of the
week was strictly prohibited, (P. 322) because this day is
secred to the Sun, also during the first eighteen days, of the
month of Farwardin: the whole of the month of Aban (the
month in which His Majesty was born); and on several other
days, to please the Hindus. This order was extended over
the whole realm and punishment was inflicted on every one,
who acted against the Command, Many a family was ruined,
and his property was confiscated, During the time of those
fasts the Emperor abstained altogether from meat as a
religious - penance, gradually extending the several fasts
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during a year over six months and even more, with a view
to eventually discontinuing the use of meat altogether.”

(Al-Badaoni, Translated by W.H. Lowe,
M. A. Vol. Il. p. 331))
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“He cared little for flesh food, and gave up the use of
it almost entirely in the later years of his life, when he came

under Jain influence.”
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“But the Jain holy men undoubtedly gave Akbar
prolonged instruction for years, which-largely influenced his
actions; and they secured his assent to their doctrines so far
that he was reputed to have been converted to Jainism.”

(Jain Teachers of Akber by Vincent A. Smith.)
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He follows the sect of the Jains (vertei).
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“And Samanas and Brahmans (who as far as the matter
of private interviews is concenrned (p.257) gained the
advantage over every one in attaining the honour of interviews
with His Majesty, and in associating with him, and were in
every way superior in reputation to all learned and trained
men for their treatises on morals, and on physical and religious
sciences, and in religious ecstacies, and stages of spiritual
progress and human perfections.) brought forward proofs,
based on reason and ftraditional testimony, for the truth of
their own, and the fallacy of our religion, and inculcated their
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doctrine with such firmness and assurance, that they affirmed
mere imagination as though they were selfevident facts, the
truth of which the doubts of the sceptic could no more shake.

(Al-Badaoni Taranslated by W. H. Lowe.
M.A. Vol. IIl. p. 264.)
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‘His Majesty cares very little for meat, and often

expresses himself to that effect. It is indeed from ignorance
and cruelty that, although various Kinds of food are obtainable,
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men are bent upon injuring living creatures, and lending a
ready hand in killing and eating them; none seems to have
an eye for the beauty inherent in the prevention of cruelty,
but makes himself a tomb for animals. If His Majesty had not
the burden of the world on his shoulders, he would at once
totally abstain from meat.
(Ain-i-Akbari by H. Blockmann Vol. I. p.61).
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“ Men are so accustomed to eating meat that, were it
not for the pain, they would undoubtedly fall on to themselves.”
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“From my earliest years, whenever | ordered animal
food to be cooked for me, | found it rather tasteless and
cared little for it. | took this feeling to indicate the necessity
for protecting animals, and | refrained from animal food.”

‘Men should annually refrain from eating meat on the
anniversary of the month of my accession as a thanks -
giving to the Almighty, in order that the year may pass in
prosperity.”

‘Butchers, fishermen and the like who have no other

b
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occupation but taking life should have a separate quarter and
their association with others should be prohibited by fine.”

(Akbar The Great Mogal, pp.335-336)
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* To sum up. Akbar never came under Buddhist influence
in any degree wahtsoever. No Buddhists took part in the
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debates on religion held at Fatehpur Sikri and Abu-l Fazl
never met any learned Buddhist. Cosequently his knowledge
of Buddhism was extremely slight. Certain persons who took
part in the debates and have been supposed erroneously to
have been Buddhists were really Jains from Gujarat.”

(Jain Teachers of Akbar by V. A. Smith.)
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